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1200-4-3-.04 Definitions. In addition to the meanings provided in the Water Quality Control Act (T.C.A.

§869-3-

(1)

(2)

4

(5)
(8)

(7)

(@)

103), terms used in these rules shall have the meanings provided below.

Atypical consumers - Those pérsons in the vicinity of a stream or lake who due to
physiological factors or previous exposure are more sensitive to specific pollutants than is
the population in general.” Examples of atypical consumers may include, but are not limited
to: children; pregnant or nursing women; subsistence fishermen; frequent purchasers of
commercially harvested fish; and agricultural, industrial, or military personnel who may have
had previous occupational exposure to the contaminant of concern.

Conventional Water Treatment - Conventional water treatment as referred to in the criteria
denotes coagulation, sedimentation, filtration, and chlorination or disinfection.

Degradation - The alteration of the properties of waters by the addition of poiluta'nts or
removal of habitat.

De Minimis — Alterations, other than those resulting in the condition of pollution or new
domestic wastewater discharges, that represent either a small magnitude or a short duration
shall be considered a de minimis impact and will not be considered degradation for purposes
of implementing the antidegradation policy. Discharges other than domestic wastewater will
be considered de minimis if they are temporary or use less than five percent of the available
assimilative capacity for the substance being discharged. [Water withdrawals will-be-
considered de minimis if less than five percent of the 7Q10 flow of the stream is removed
(the calculations of the low flow shall take into account existing withdrawals). Habitat
alterations authorized by an Aquatic Resource Alteration Permit (ARAP) are de . minimis if the
division finds tHat the impacts are offset by a combination of impact minimization and/or in-
system mitigation.

if more than one activity has been authorized in a segment and the total of the impacts uses
no more than ten percent of the assimilative capacity, available habitat, or 7Q10 low flow,
they are presumed to be de minimis. Where total impacts use more than ten percent of the
assimilative capacity, available habitat, or 7Q10 low flow they may be treated as de minimis
provided that the division finds on a scientific basis that the additional degradation has an
insignificant effect on the resource and that no single activity is allowed to consume more
than five percent of the assimilative capacity, available habitat or 7Q10 low flow.

Ecoregion - A relatively homogeneous area defined by similarity of climéte, landform, saoil,
potential natural vegetation, hydrology, or other ecologically relevant variables.

Epilimnion — The upper layer of water in a thermally stratified lake or reservoir, This layer
consists of the warmest water and has a fairly uniform (constant) temperature.

Hypolimnion - The lowest layer in a thermally stratified lake or reservoir. This layer consists of
colder, more dense water, has a constant temperature and no mixing occurs. The
hypolimnion of a eutrophic lake is usually low or lacking in oxygen.

Mixing Zone - That section of a flowing stream or impounded waters in the immediate vicinity
of an outfall where an effluent becomes dispersed and mixed.

Photic Zone - the region of water through which light penetrates and where photosynthetic
organisms : live.





